
I WONDER IF YOU HAVE EVER TAKEN 
time to write down things for which you 
are thankful? I  find it particularly helpful 
for regaining perspective and maintaining 
a healthy mind. As I  thought about this 
article, I came up with multiple reasons to 
be thankful.

Firstly, I am thankful to God for rain that 
has fallen across the Diocese despite the news 
feed on my phone telling me of the woes of 
a super El-Nino that would lead to a record 
dry season.

Secondly, I am thankful for a number of 
timely answers to prayer. In June I received 
an email from a friend who is a Christian law-
yer, asking for prayer for a delay in sentencing 
for a client to complete a rehab programme. 
I printed off the email, turned it into a prayer 
card and prayed. What I  didn’t know was 
that the magistrate considered the matter 
that same hour and delayed the sentencing 
as per the prayer request! Brothers and sisters, 
I hope you too take your needs straight to God 
in prayer. The good news is that he is a kind 
and gracious heavenly Father who delights to 
hear and answer our prayers.

Thirdly, I am very thankful to God for the 
way he continues to build and strengthen his 
church here in the Armidale Diocese, partly 
through local conferences. At Next Phase 
in May, Sam McGeown preached from the 
book of Ruth on ‘Redeeming Love’. Christian 
author Steve McAlpine also helped us think 
about how Christian faith intersects with our 
secular culture which was both enlighten-
ing and encouraging. Steve’s upcoming book 
Polarised, seeks to create space for reasoned 
debate in an increasingly divided culture. To 
hear these talks: armidaleanglicandiocese.
com/next-phase-conference

Finally, it was a real joy to gather with our 
clergy for Clergy Conference and receive 
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excellent teaching from God’s word by Lionel 
Windsor (New Testament Lecturer at Moore 
College). I feel very thankful to God for the 
great team of gospel workers he has raised 
up in the Armidale Diocese, all committed 
to persevering in gospel ministry. Amongst 
these was Reverend Graham Farley who went 
to be with the Lord on July 28th. Graham was 
for me the model of what a country clergyman 
should be. A godly man who, with his wife 
Pat and family, served in parishes large and 
small – wherever he was needed across our 
diocese – from 1974 until his retirement in 
2006 and beyond. Graham loved people and 
preached God’s word faithfully and passion-
ately. He was a humble servant, gentle and 
lowly like Jesus, and will be greatly missed. 
I give thanks for him and pray that God will 
raise up more clergy like Graham.

May God give us ongoing wisdom, love and 
strength to use what he has entrusted to us for 
his glory as we look forward to Christ’s return. 

Clergy movements and recruitment 
I’m glad to announce that in January 2027 
Reverend Reuben Birchley will become the 
new Vicar of Boggabri while Warialda will be 
welcoming Reverend Cameron Maxworthy. 
I  have also spoken to three very able men 
who have agreed to explore possibilities for 
service in the Armidale Diocese. Most of 
our new candidates are coming to us from 
Moore College, but one who trained through 
Ridley College will also join our clergy team. 
We will be looking to place new curates 
in Moree, Narrabri, Inverell and possibly 
another elsewhere. 

Thank God for his kindness to us in raising 
up workers for the gospel harvest in our diocese, 
including new vicars for Boggabri and Warialda. 
Please pray that God will continue to raise up 
locums to help cover vacancies.

Persevering in faith
I’ve been greatly encouraged by reading 
through Galatians again with devotional 
notes by the great reformer Martin Luther 
who has a way of writing that puts steel in the 
spine. He has a clear understanding of two 
important things: Firstly, our deep sinfulness 
as human beings; and secondly, God’s amazing 
grace to us in Jesus, who through his death 
has fully paid the price for our sin. 

Reflecting on Galatians 5:16-26, Luther says 
“Let no one despair if they feel the flesh often 
stirring up a new battle against the Spirit… 
resist …and say, ‘I am a sinner, and I feel sin 
in me, for I have not yet put off the flesh, in 
which sin dwells... But I will obey the Spirit 
and not the flesh – …I will by faith and hope 
lay hold on Christ, and by His word I will raise 
myself up, and will not fulfil the desire of the 
flesh’… Let not those who feel the lust of the 
flesh despair of their salvation; because the 
more godly someone is, the more they will 
feel that battle.”

I hope this brief update finds you in good 
heart as you press on in serving Jesus as Lord. 
Like all Christian denominations the Anglican 
Church of Australia is a mixed bag, but for the 
first time in 42 years we have an evangelical 
Primate, Mark Short along with an evangel-
ical Archbishop in Melbourne, Ric Thorpe; 
and a theologically conservative Archbishop 
in Adelaide, Bradly Billings. 

In the next six months at least four bishops’ 
positions will be coming up: Bathurst NSW, 
Ballarat VIC, Bunbury WA and Riverina NSW. 
Please put this matter on your weekly prayer 
list and pray.

May God strengthen us all by his Spirit to 
persevere with our eyes fixed firmly on Jesus 
our Saviour. 

With love in Christ, Rod Chiswell.

Bishop Rod Chiswell
Clergy conference at Lake Keepit in June
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