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EARLY IN 2024, WE DECIDED TO TRY RUNNING AN 
evangelistic course called ‘Taste & See’ at St Mark’s UNEchurch and 
hosted our first lot of dinners that June. We have since run the course 
six times with plans to run it again in August/September. Developed 
by Paul Young, Wendy Potts and Rory Shiner, Taste & See is designed 
to “provide opportunities for people to discover (or rediscover) the 
good news about Jesus in a fresh and engaging way” by presenting 
a different idea about God and the gospel through four meals and 
accompanying Bible talks. 

The first dinner explores God’s incredible creation and good design 
alongside a vegetarian banquet – which can be done in an enjoyable 
way, I promise. We also discuss bigger topics like knowing God, the 
basis of ethics, how science and the Bible interact, and more. The 
course provides great opportunities for people to talk through their 

Fresh 
evangelistic opportunities

Georgia Burke

questions and often sparks conversations that continue beyond dinner 
wrapping up!

During a greasy fast-food dinner in the second week (think pizza, 
hot chips, KFC, donuts, and ice cream), we look at sin, the fall and 
discuss what’s gone wrong with our world. 

The third dinner is a Middle Eastern meal, accompanied by 
discussion about the Jewish Passover celebration and its significance 
in God’s rescue plan. Having thought through creation, God’s good 
design and the brokenness of our world because of sin, this third dinner 
gets to the heart of the Christian faith – Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 

The final dinner is an international banquet in celebration of the 
new life that is offered by Jesus for people of all nations. 

Over time, we’ve built a team of people who are keen to serve through 
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Knowing and doing
Very Reverend Chris Brennan
St Peter’s Cathedral, Armidale

As John Chapman once said, “When all is said and 
done about evangelism, more is said than done!” 
For many years I have had the feeling that there 
was a gap between our evangelism training and 
actual evangelism. Masses of people across our 
Diocese have been trained in a great variety of 
courses, but possibly more people attended the 
training than people attended the courses that 
were offered. 

Perhaps the amount of training was not the issue, 
nor the merits of the varied content of the courses. 
Perhaps there has been a missing relational step 
between people in our churches and people in our 
communities? Perhaps having an expert at the 
front teaching a class as the key step has been a 
little unattractive? (I think that, with only a few 
exceptions, we have tended to rely on courses 
rather than on more natural communication 
methods). And then Taste & See came along. 

An easy invitation to eat good food, with an MC 
presenting an easy-to-digest but compelling 
biblical story accompanied by a different 
parishioner’s testimony each evening, all together 
encouraging good conversation. A modifiable 
script and slide show presentation are provided 
for the MC, so the meals are where the workload 

is greatest and we have needed a couple of 
wonderful, gospel-minded, servant-hearted 
teams of three or four who take the lead in buying 
the food, preparing and serving it. 

We ran our first Taste & See in co-ordination with 
St Mark’s UNEchurch in 2025 and it was offered 
regularly throughout the year with the Cathedral 
running it twice and St Mark’s also running it twice 
(in the key times of their contact with students). 
We have continued the pattern and cooperation 
in 2026, and this means that we have a Taste & 
See course available nearly all year between the 
two churches, each advertising and taking guests 
to the other. 

St Mark’s have already had well over 100 people 
go through the programme. Our numbers have 
been much more modest but over the four times 

we have now run Taste & See in our Parish Centre, 
we have had 20 or so people attending through 
invitations from within our community. A few of 
those have been followed up in other more formal 
courses and some have come to Christ or decided 
to re-engage with their Christian faith. 

Encouragingly, out of all those attending we 
have only had one negative response given in 
feedback. All the rest have been very positive and 
we have built many ongoing, warm and natural 
connections. I’m confident that it would work just 
as well with groups of five or six in someone’s 
home as it has for us with larger groups in a 
church hall.

From my perspective Taste & See goes a good way 
to closing the gap between knowing we should be 
evangelising and doing it.

Taste & See by cooking meals, helping with set up/pack up, delivering 
talks or even just being available to chat to non-Christians who come 
along. We also get four different people from our church family to 
share their testimonies throughout the course, which adds a lovely 
personal element to it. It’s become a fairly mammoth effort, and we’re 
very thankful to God for everyone who serves so enthusiastically to 
make it happen. 

When we initially started running Taste & See, our Senior Pastor 
Tom said he wanted to run it termly. I was quite skeptical as we had 
about 20 people at the first lot of dinners, who were all from St Mark’s 
– no guests, (which is a little discouraging for an evangelistic course). 
But we ran it a second time the next term and one of the most exciting 
things we’ve seen through Taste & See happened when a bloke from 
our church brought a friend along. This friend became a Christian 
and invited a family member along the next time who subsequently 
also became a Christian! When we ran the course most recently, she 
then brought a friend along with her. It’s so encouraging to see God 
working through people to bring others to faith and we’ve seen a few 
more people come to Christ through the dinners over the years.

Each time we’ve run Taste & See numbers have slowly increased and 
we’ve seen many non-Christians coming along, keen to investigate 
Christianity. When we ran it in May this year, we had 72 people on 
our biggest week and roughly 25 of those were people investigating 

Comments from Taste & See attendees: 
•	 “I enjoyed listening to the testimony, getting to understand how people 

came to Christ.” 

•	 “I found the questions asked that we could discuss in our tables helpful.” 

•	 “Such a warm, welcoming experience to explore Christianity. I feel closer 
to God and am enjoying learning about him.” 

•	 “Thanks for allowing me to question without judgement. I’m learning.” 

•	 “It’s a really helpful activity. Thanks for the dinner, thanks for everything. 
I will learn more about Jesus and God.”

Christianity and/or not connected to St Mark’s. Following on from 
Taste & See we’ve also started running ‘Christianity Explored’ for 
those wanting to continue looking into Christianity, and most recently 
had nine people keen to attend Christianity Explored, two people 
wanting to find out more about church and one person keen to read 
the Bible with someone. 

Taste & See has been wonderful for providing us with a great 
opportunity to share the gospel in a fresh and engaging way. The 
talks are well written and helpful and it’s such an easy invite for non-
Christians. We can’t recommend it highly enough and are looking 
forward to seeing what God does through it in the future. 

Cathedral parishioners and guests join Taste & See at St Mark’s UNEchurch

Find out more: tasteandsee.org.au
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I WONDER IF YOU HAVE EVER TAKEN 
time to write down things for which you 
are thankful? I  find it particularly helpful 
for regaining perspective and maintaining 
a healthy mind. As I  thought about this 
article, I came up with multiple reasons to 
be thankful.

Firstly, I am thankful to God for rain that 
has fallen across the Diocese despite the news 
feed on my phone telling me of the woes of 
a super El-Nino that would lead to a record 
dry season.

Secondly, I am thankful for a number of 
timely answers to prayer. In June I received 
an email from a friend who is a Christian law-
yer, asking for prayer for a delay in sentencing 
for a client to complete a rehab programme. 
I printed off the email, turned it into a prayer 
card and prayed. What I  didn’t know was 
that the magistrate considered the matter 
that same hour and delayed the sentencing 
as per the prayer request! Brothers and sisters, 
I hope you too take your needs straight to God 
in prayer. The good news is that he is a kind 
and gracious heavenly Father who delights to 
hear and answer our prayers.

Thirdly, I am very thankful to God for the 
way he continues to build and strengthen his 
church here in the Armidale Diocese, partly 
through local conferences. At Next Phase 
in May, Sam McGeown preached from the 
book of Ruth on ‘Redeeming Love’. Christian 
author Steve McAlpine also helped us think 
about how Christian faith intersects with our 
secular culture which was both enlighten-
ing and encouraging. Steve’s upcoming book 
Polarised, seeks to create space for reasoned 
debate in an increasingly divided culture. To 
hear these talks: armidaleanglicandiocese.
com/next-phase-conference

Finally, it was a real joy to gather with our 
clergy for Clergy Conference and receive 

Reasons 
to give 
thanks

excellent teaching from God’s word by Lionel 
Windsor (New Testament Lecturer at Moore 
College). I feel very thankful to God for the 
great team of gospel workers he has raised 
up in the Armidale Diocese, all committed 
to persevering in gospel ministry. Amongst 
these was Reverend Graham Farley who went 
to be with the Lord on July 28th. Graham was 
for me the model of what a country clergyman 
should be. A godly man who, with his wife 
Pat and family, served in parishes large and 
small – wherever he was needed across our 
diocese – from 1974 until his retirement in 
2006 and beyond. Graham loved people and 
preached God’s word faithfully and passion-
ately. He was a humble servant, gentle and 
lowly like Jesus, and will be greatly missed. 
I give thanks for him and pray that God will 
raise up more clergy like Graham.

May God give us ongoing wisdom, love and 
strength to use what he has entrusted to us for 
his glory as we look forward to Christ’s return. 

Clergy movements and recruitment 
I’m glad to announce that in January 2027 
Reverend Reuben Birchley will become the 
new Vicar of Boggabri while Warialda will be 
welcoming Reverend Cameron Maxworthy. 
I  have also spoken to three very able men 
who have agreed to explore possibilities for 
service in the Armidale Diocese. Most of 
our new candidates are coming to us from 
Moore College, but one who trained through 
Ridley College will also join our clergy team. 
We will be looking to place new curates 
in Moree, Narrabri, Inverell and possibly 
another elsewhere. 

Thank God for his kindness to us in raising 
up workers for the gospel harvest in our diocese, 
including new vicars for Boggabri and Warialda. 
Please pray that God will continue to raise up 
locums to help cover vacancies.

Persevering in faith
I’ve been greatly encouraged by reading 
through Galatians again with devotional 
notes by the great reformer Martin Luther 
who has a way of writing that puts steel in the 
spine. He has a clear understanding of two 
important things: Firstly, our deep sinfulness 
as human beings; and secondly, God’s amazing 
grace to us in Jesus, who through his death 
has fully paid the price for our sin. 

Reflecting on Galatians 5:16-26, Luther says 
“Let no one despair if they feel the flesh often 
stirring up a new battle against the Spirit… 
resist …and say, ‘I am a sinner, and I feel sin 
in me, for I have not yet put off the flesh, in 
which sin dwells... But I will obey the Spirit 
and not the flesh – …I will by faith and hope 
lay hold on Christ, and by His word I will raise 
myself up, and will not fulfil the desire of the 
flesh’… Let not those who feel the lust of the 
flesh despair of their salvation; because the 
more godly someone is, the more they will 
feel that battle.”

I hope this brief update finds you in good 
heart as you press on in serving Jesus as Lord. 
Like all Christian denominations the Anglican 
Church of Australia is a mixed bag, but for the 
first time in 42 years we have an evangelical 
Primate, Mark Short along with an evangel-
ical Archbishop in Melbourne, Ric Thorpe; 
and a theologically conservative Archbishop 
in Adelaide, Bradly Billings. 

In the next six months at least four bishops’ 
positions will be coming up: Bathurst NSW, 
Ballarat VIC, Bunbury WA and Riverina NSW. 
Please put this matter on your weekly prayer 
list and pray.

May God strengthen us all by his Spirit to 
persevere with our eyes fixed firmly on Jesus 
our Saviour. 

With love in Christ, Rod Chiswell.

Bishop Rod Chiswell
Clergy conference at Lake Keepit in June
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THE ARMIDALE DIOCESE COVERS AN AREA OF 127,000 SQUARE 
kilometres with some of the godly men and women who serve in the 
32 parochial districts being locum clergy. 

Bishop Rod Chiswell writes: 
God continues to be kind in raising up gospel workers willing 
to come to the Armidale Diocese and I am striving to recruit 
more locum clergy to serve in places where we currently have 
clergy vacancies. This year we have had locum clergy serving in 
Nundle, Boggabri, Warialda and Kootingal and I hope that next 
year Baradine will join that list along with Mungindi, who has had 
committed lay locums, the Richards, Kennedys and Campbells, 
for multiple years now. 
During 2026 we have welcomed Reverends Ray Robinson, Peter 
Adkins and David Pettett to the team, joining others like Reverends 
Greg Burke, Peter Clark, Rick Lewers, Nick Speyer, Lance Reece, 
Bill France, Michael Dasey, Hugh Cox and David Calderwood, 
who do great work in this space. They contribute to a legacy of 
decades of godly evangelical leadership in the Diocese and I am 
very thankful to God for them all.

Gratitude for locum clergy is equally expressed by parishioners:
We have benefited tremendously and are extremely thankful for 
our locum clergy who have served us wisely for several years now. 
Their loving commitment has meant we can take the pressure and 
responsibility from those who serve each week, giving them welcome 
rest. We can ‘keep the doors open’ and continue to gather with 

enthusiasm and opportunities for pastoral care and outreach to the 
community.

We are most thankful for and blessed by our locum clergy every 
time they visit. We have enjoyed mature Christian fellowship and 
encouragement; we have learned from valuable biblical teaching and 
have been exposed to and learned some new hymns and songs.

I am very encouraged that Nick and Joy, as mature brothers and 
sisters, continue to serve and sacrifice their lives as locum clergy when 
they could be using these latter years doing things for themselves and 
their own family.
…and clergy:
It’s amazing how helpful a locum can be to a minister especially 
when they are the only minister in the town. It’s great to take a break 
knowing your church people are being looked after by a locum — it 
helps you to be able to turn the phone off and rest well.

When we were at Walgett and Collarenebri, we especially appreciated 
locums who would stay in our absence, and I think our people really 
enjoyed having someone different (and usually older!) come look after 
them. Sometimes we’d come back and I’d wonder if parishioners would 
prefer to keep the locum and I stay on holidays — they would assure 
me that’s not the case!

As an archdeacon it’s great to know the churches without a minister 
have a locum because they are being looked after and encouraged to 
keep going faithfully. Often churches have a few keen people who 
keep things running and I know they appreciate the support of a 
like-minded locum.

Generous-hearted service

Building ongoing relationships
Reverend Nick Speyer and his wife Joy have become seasoned locums 
as Nick explains. 

Joy and I have served in several parishes in Sydney since ordination in 
1979. The last nine years before I retired were in a parish in Canberra. Since 
retirement I have been Honorary Assistant Minister at Waitara Anglican 
Church where I help with occasional preaching and leading services and a 
Bible study group. I have done a few locums in Waitara and various locums 
in Sydney – both longer and shorter term. 

While our son-in-law was vicar of Walgett, I did a locum for him there as 
well as helping with their breakfast club at the school and lunchtime kids’ 
ministry. Joy and I have spent the last three Januarys doing a locum at 
Nundle (four weeks each). We have also done locums at Walcha (ten weeks) 
and Warialda (five weeks). In each of these we have been able to stay in the 
vicarage which has been furnished. Ministry at these churches has involved 
taking Sunday services, Bible studies, pastoral ministry, funerals and Parish 
Council meetings. It has usually been on the basis of three days a week. 

The needs of these parishes have varied: some have been waiting for a 
new minister and needing someone to lead the ministry during that time; 
Nundle has no resident minister and having someone in the vicarage over 
several weeks is a needed support. Our times in these places have been 
positive for us. We have met some lovely faithful people and hopefully 
been able to teach and encourage them as they serve in these places. 
The parishioners in all of these churches have been very welcoming and 
expressed appreciation for our ministry to them. Sometimes issues typical 
in parish ministry have come up that needed to be dealt with, and I think 
it has been useful for us to be there to sort things out when that has 
happened. Looking ahead, we have agreed to do a locum in Kootingal this 
December and then go to Nundle for January. 
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Warmly welcomed back
Reverend Greg Burke served with his wife Pat at St Mark’s UNEchurch 
between 1990 and 1997. Greg shares how they have returned to the 
Armidale Diocese as locums.

As a young Christian, I found myself running a youth group at my local 
church with my wife and a team of four other leaders. Many of the kids in 
the group knew their Bibles better than I did so I thought I would do a year 
at Moore College to “fix” this. We took a group of kids to the Katoomba 
Youth Convention and in one of his talks Michael Baughen said that God 
wants “ordinary people” in full-time Christian ministry. I thought of myself 
as an ordinary person and after a discussion with my wife until the early 
hours of the morning, I decided to apply to Moore as an Anglican candidate. 

I learnt a lot in my student ministry placements at Tregear, near Mount 
Druitt and Earlwood. I then worked for three years as an Assistant Minister 
at St. Paul’s, Chatswood. With our three young children we moved to 
Cambridge, England where I studied part-time and worked for two years in 
a large student church (The Round Church). In 1989 Bishop Peter Chiswell 
interviewed me by phone and offered me the position of Chaplain at 
UNEchurch, Armidale. After almost eight years in Armidale, we returned to 
Sydney where I served as Rector of East Lindfield for six years and Rector of 
St. Anne’s Ryde for seventeen years until my retirement from paid ministry.  

I had always planned to continue in local church ministry when I retired 
and now serve as an Honorary Associate Minister at St. Phillip’s, Eastwood. 
I knew that the Sydney Diocese is well supplied with locums and, having 
worked in the Armidale Diocese, I was aware of the need for locums in 
rural parishes. Somehow Rod heard this and called me. I offered to do 
one six-week stint as a locum each year. In the past four years since my 
retirement, I have served in the parishes of Walcha, Tenterfield, Oxley Vale 
and Warialda. 

The role of Anglican Minister provides a natural way to begin a conversation, 
and most people are keen to talk. In each of these parishes we have had 
the opportunity to get to know a town, or suburb, and its unique people 
and culture. Best of all we have been encouraged by godly people carrying 
on faithful biblical ministry in each church. I grew up in Tamworth and this, 
along with my time in Armidale, has given me some small insights into 
living in regional NSW. There is a steep learning curve when you first arrive 
as a locum but we have been warmly welcomed, and congregations have 
been very understanding as they allow for the slight differences in style 
of their locums. It is a privilege to teach the Bible week by week and each 
church I have served in has appreciated the teaching ministry of locums in 
the absence of a Vicar.  

As long as there is a need for locums in the Diocese, and I am able to meet 
that need, I hope and plan to continue in the future. We value this ministry 
opportunity and the friendships we have made through it. 

Joyfully sharing lives
New to the Armidale Diocese, Reverend Ray Robinson describes how 
he came to be involved in locum work.

After 40 years in the ministry serving in the Sydney Diocese, particularly in 
Chatswood and Katoomba parishes, I retired four years ago with plenty of 
energy and a desire to make the most of gospel opportunities that came 
to me. I went into the ministry in the hope that under God I might be able 
to point people to the grace and love of God in Jesus, and that pointing 
people to the eternal life God has for them would be a life well spent. 
Since retiring, I’ve had the privilege of serving in locums across the country 
including Lord Howe Island, Deloraine in Tasmania, Bluff Point in WA and 
Boggabri, NSW.

I ended up at Boggabri at the request of Bishop Rod: he’d asked me to 
consider a stint in the Armidale Diocese, and I was keen to take that up as 
soon as my calendar cleared. It’s been a great joy to experience a variety 
of ministry situations through a range of locums as you meet Christians 
from all walks of life. I tend to do locums of two – three months as I find 
that gives me time to get to know people and the community well, instead 
of a brief engagement. My wife Anne and I have been warmly welcomed at 
Boggabri and it’s a great joy to share in the lives of those who serve in this 
place. 

The challenge for a congregation is the inevitable change that locums bring, 
and people in Boggabri have graciously weathered the variety of styles 
of ministry the three different locums have brought to the church. The 
challenge for me as the minister in all the locums I’ve done, is to sit on my 
hands when I’m tempted to implement changes I think might be helpful. It 
is far better to focus on the preaching of God’s word and pastoral ministry 

and leave change management to the incoming incumbent. Because of 
who I am, I will always find that a constant pressure.

God willing, I will continue to take on locums as they become available. 
I have found being away from home two or three stints a year does make 
a big hole in normal life however, so I’m seeking to work out the right 
balance. For next year I’ve committed to serve at St John’s, Hartley which 
is manageable as it’s commuting distance from our home in the Blue 
Mountains. I would warmly commend this kind of itinerant ministry to any 
retired clergy – it carries the dual benefits of opportunities to preach the 
gospel along with a lighter load than the regular cure of souls carries.
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PERHAPS YOU CAN RECALL YOUR REACTION WHEN YOU 
watched not one, but a second plane hit the twin towers in New York 
City on September 11, 2001; or the slow-motion horror of the 2011 
Japanese tsunami. Ours is a good and beautiful world. But it is too 
easy to list countless other catastrophes that overwhelm families, men, 
women and children. Our world: beautiful one day, unaccountably 
ugly the next. Isn’t that our world? Yet it’s the same world, the same 
human race. 

And we, God’s people, gather week by week essentially on the basis 
that God is good. At some level, we have to appreciate what some 
people bring to the question, ‘How can a loving God allow so much 
suffering?’ And I probably won’t answer every question you have 
about the relationship between God and Christians when it comes to 
suffering. This is a vast and multi-layered issue. There are assumptions 
hidden in this question which reduce who God is and simplifies what 
suffering is, and for those who do not share the Christian faith there’s a 
sense in which no answer to this question will ever do. No explanation 
is going to cut it. Not because it’s a knockdown question. It’s not. We 
should not be afraid of this question. But to those without a saving trust 
in Jesus Christ, there’s never going to be a knockdown answer. Yet for 
those of us who do follow Jesus, it’s good to develop a framework of 
thinking around this issue – good because if we want to suffer well, 
this is some of the preparation that we need to do, and good for when 
we seek to support others who endure the agonies of life. 

Some observations
One good place to start is identifying that this question misunderstands 
the nature of God – who he is. It reduces the Creator, the Lord of the 
universe, to a favourite uncle, an indulgent, pandering friend who 
never challenges you, or a surgeon who knows what’s wrong but does 
not want to operate because he doesn’t want to cause hurt. We know 
God is loving. We say with great confidence and with the Scriptures 
that God is love. But the gospel does not reveal simply a God of love, 
but a God of justice and holiness. The God who is only loving has 
no answer for the family of the young girl recently murdered in the 
Northern Territory. 

Second, this question misunderstands the nature of the world, the 
nature of life as it is. Earlier this year I was in a road accident involving 

In the sea of sorrows
How can a loving God allow so much suffering?

Reverend Gus Batley
Hospital Chaplain, Tamworth

two cars. Perhaps you’ve been in my shoes and you’ve done the causing, 
or perhaps you’ve been the victim. That’s our world in miniature. It’s 
not Utopia. It’s a broken world in which to some degree, we are all 
perpetrators and all victims, because all are sinners. We know that the 
cross of Jesus and his resurrection to new life have broken the curse 
of sin, but we also know that the after-effects of sin run deep. And 
we will be living with the ripple effects of sin: mentally, emotionally, 
physically, socially and environmentally until the world is renewed. 
In a moral universe where actions have lasting consequences, the 
ripples keep spreading. 

This leads to a third observation. If we wish to cancel God out because 
of the reality of suffering, we must be prepared for two consequences. 
First, our suffering remains. Cancelling God does not cancel out pain. 
Second, our suffering is meaningless. Events in a godless universe, 
are not good or evil – they just are. Our suffering becomes worthless. 
Some years back there was a UK atheist bus campaign: London buses 
had signs that said ‘There’s probably no God. Now stop worrying and 
enjoy your life’. Reflecting on this, the former atheist, English author 
Francis Spufford wrote: 

…[S]uppose, as the atheist bus goes by, you are poverty stricken, or 
desperate for a job, or a drug addict, or social services have just taken 
away your child. The bus tells you that there’s probably no God so you 
should stop worrying and enjoy your life, and now the slogan is not just 
bitterly inappropriate in mood. What it means, if it’s true, is that anyone 
who isn’t enjoying themselves is entirely on their own. …It amounts 
to a denial of hope or consolation on any but the most chirpy, squeaky, 
bubble-gummy reading of the human situation. St Augustine called 
this kind of thing ‘cruel optimism’ 1,500 years ago, and it’s still cruel. 

There’s a further observation to make about this question. In the 
famous story from John 11, Jesus’ friend Lazarus dies and Jesus goes 
to Lazarus’ tomb, calls him from his grave and Lazarus walks out 
alive. Incredible scenes. But of course, what did I fail to mention in 
this summary? Jesus delayed turning up when he heard Lazarus was 
sick. Jesus appears to let Lazarus die. If I were assembling the New 
Testament, I’d be tempted to leave that detail out. We might ask why 
Jesus couldn’t just go, heal Lazarus and save Lazarus’ sisters, Mary 
and Martha, overwhelming grief? And everyone would say, ‘That’s 
our Jesus! He’s come through again.’ 
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Undeserved grace and suffering
As with so many events in John’s gospel, there’s an extra dynamic 
in play. It wasn’t that Jesus let Lazarus die simply to do something 
spectacular. We know the story ends with Martha’s brother restored 
to her but not before something changes. So, what did Martha have 
to learn? And when did she learn it? 

Jesus having arrived says to Martha, “Your brother will rise again.” 
Martha answers, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day.” I can’t be certain, but I wonder if she’s groping for one of 
those cliches we hear in the face of death: ‘He’s in a better place.’ ‘I’ll 
see him again.’ But Jesus takes what Martha says and runs with it. He 
locates this idea of a resurrection, clarifies it, and says to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 
though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me, will never die. 
Do you believe this?” I say with respect that this is actually Martha’s 
crisis, not the death of her brother. And Jesus gently but plainly cuts 
through the generalities and tells Martha that even though death 
comes, eternal life is found in him because death is not the greatest. 

Does not the gospel teach us that on every page? Death is real. In this 
life it takes victory over us all, but it does not have the final say. That 
honour goes to the one who went to the cross, suffered and died, yet 
who was seen alive three days later, never to die again. In her excellent 
chapter on suffering, Rebecca McLaughlin in Confronting Christianity 
says, “Jesus here claims not that he is offering good guidelines for life 
but that he himself is life: life in the face of suffering, life in the face 
of death.” Put another way, it’s the dark valley which God can use to 
open our eyes. 

People choosing to dismiss Jesus based on this issue are also choosing 
to ignore that one person, the only one who has done something 
fundamental about all human suffering. What they ignore (or perhaps 
they’re unaware of), is what this one person did – he suffered, without 
deserving it. And because of the spotless innocence of Jesus, because 
of who Jesus is, his suffering is redemptive. Sometimes when we 
think about God saving us, perhaps what comes to mind is the image 
of the judge who mercifully steps in and pays the fine so the criminal 
can go free. As if the judge is saying, ‘Oh I can pay, no sweat. It makes 
no difference to me.’ I want to ask, is that what we see at the cross? 
No sweat? 

In Hebrews 13 we read that Jesus suffered outside the city gate in 
the place where they threw the rubbish—the place of outcasts—to 
make people holy through his blood. The image of the generous judge 
misses the point that in order for the guilty to go free, the judge must 
suffer the sentence reserved for the guilty. In other words, the cross 
lands right at the heart of this issue. 

In his commentary on the book of Job, Bible teacher Christopher 
Ash wrote what I think is one of the most helpful sentences on this 
issue: “There is nothing more important for us than to come to know 
the reality of undeserved suffering, for this will point us to the cross 
of Christ, and thus, to the undeserved grace without which we can 
have no hope.” 

Learning through suffering
We are surrounded by undeserved suffering. The undeserving victims 
of broken bones and broken hearts and with Martha and Mary we say, 
‘God, how can you let this happen? If only you were here.’ Until we 
remember that he has been here. He has suffered, so that our sin would 
be forgiven. So profound was this event that, in fact, the outcome of 
death is changed. 

Rebecca McLaughlin says, “The space between Lazarus’s death and 
Jesus’s calling him out of the tomb is the space in which Martha sees 
Jesus for who he really is: her very life.” That’s the space where we 
live. In a broken world but held firm by the Lord of life. In a universe 
where your Saviour has suffered and died for you, there is a clearly 
visible gospel frame of reference. 

That doesn’t mean that we always see the reason why something 
has happened. Nor does it reduce things to, ‘Oh, I must be suffering 
because of sin.’ But in God’s good purposes we learn “It was good for 
me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees.” (Psalm 119:71) 

We learn to suffer alongside others. We learn gratitude for all of 
God’s good gifts. We learn to yearn for heaven above the brief pleasures 
of this life. We learn resilience and contentedness. We become more 
like Jesus who gave himself so gently for the sake of others. The old 
Puritan John Flavel was fond of saying how, in all the sea of sorrows 
that come by God’s hand, there is not one drop of injustice. So, we 
look again to the cross and trust the one who is the resurrection and 
the life for our sake. 
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Lightning Ridge Community Pantry opens its doors
In early May, the Moree Community Pantry Van 
embarked on its first 260-kilometre journey to 
Lightning Ridge, marking the beginning of an 
exciting new ministry partnership with the local 
church. After an overnight stay at a nearby caravan 
park, volunteer coordinators Bob and Lucy arrived 
at the grounds of Lightning Ridge Community 
Church, ready for a soft launch of the Community 
Pantry.

The team intentionally kept promotion to a 
minimum for the first opening, wanting to give 
both the volunteers and the mobile pantry 
operation an opportunity to settle into a rhythm. 
Even so, the response exceeded expectations. 
Within the first hour, 20 customers had purchased 
25 bags of affordable groceries, demonstrating a 
clear need within the community. After packing up 
the van, Bob and Lucy made the 260-kilometre 
return journey to Moree, encouraged by the 
positive start.

Two weeks later, the van returned. With word 
beginning to spread throughout the town, 
demand grew significantly. This time, 34 
shoppers purchased 43 bags of groceries, 
further highlighting the value of the service in a 

community where no other food pantry currently 
operates.

The official opening took place in early June with 
Claire Dunlop and Reverend Kurt Langmead 
cutting the ribbon to formally launch the ministry. 
Anticipation was high with shoppers gathering up 
to two hours before opening time. As the pantry 
van arrived alongside the church, volunteers 
welcomed visitors with tea, coffee and biscuits 
while Anglicare provided sausage sandwiches. The 
atmosphere was warm and inviting and people 
continued to arrive throughout the morning.

The official opening saw 47 shoppers purchase 48 
bags of groceries. To ensure as many households 
as possible could benefit, a limit of one bag per 
customer was introduced.

Known as a place where people often come to ‘get 
away’, Lightning Ridge can sometimes be a socially 
isolated community, with many residents living 
disconnected lives. The arrival of the Community 
Pantry is providing more than affordable food 
– it is creating opportunities for connection, 
conversation and community. Through the simple 
act of meeting practical needs, Lightning Ridge 
Community Church is building relationships and 

offering a place where people feel welcomed, 
valued and cared for.

Already, the impact is being felt. 

One of the pantry’s first customers, who continues 
to return each fortnight, shared their appreciation: 
“This is the best thing that has happened in the 
Ridge for years.”

Another shopper reflected on the sense of 
belonging the pantry is creating: “We have nothing 
else like this and to come here is lovely.”

As the ministry continues to grow, there is a strong 
sense that the Lightning Ridge Community Pantry 
will become much more than a place to access 
affordable groceries. 

Volunteer van drivers are needed to help Bob and 
Lucy – please contact Anglicare if you can assist.

Anglicare New England North West Senior Leaders: (L – R) Sarah Atkinson, Claire Dunlop and Candy Malcolm

AT ANGLICARE WE REMAIN DEEPLY 
grateful for the dedication of our staff 
and volunteers whose compassion and 
commitment make a meaningful difference 
in the lives of individuals and families every 
day. As an organisation, we also acknowledge 
the encouragement and support of churches, 
partners and local communities who continue 
to walk alongside this important work. While 
the region continues to grow and change, 
Anglicare’s purpose remains constant: 
sharing God’s love in practical ways and 
walking side by side with people, families 
and communities through every challenge 
and every season of life.

Leading this work is the regional leadership 
team: Sarah Atkinson, Operations Manager 
Mental Health Stream; Claire Dunlop, 
Interim General Manager Relationships and 
Wellbeing, Anglicare Regional and Disaster 
Recovery; and Candy Malcolm, Operations 
Manager Communities Stream. With physical 
locations in Moree, Narrabri, Tamworth, 
Armidale, Tenterfield and Inverell, we 
welcome anyone to call 6701 8200 and connect 
with Anglicare. You can also visit our website 
to learn more: anglicare.org.au/nenw/

Walking side by side
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Stepping beyond the walls
Students confront the realities of poverty in Australia

What does daily life look like for Australians living 
below the poverty line? For those facing food 
insecurity, disability, mental health challenges or 
homelessness the barriers can be relentless — and 
often invisible to those not living with them.

Recently, students from Calrossy and New England 
Girls School (NEGS) participated in Beyond These 
Walls – an immersive simulation created by Take 
Love, the youth and young adult initiative of 
Anglicare, designed to deepen empathy, challenge 
assumptions and inspire meaningful action in 
young people. Rather than learning about poverty 
from a distance, students had the opportunity 
to walk in the shoes and make the decisions of 
someone experiencing financial disadvantage. The 
programme’s ‘choose your own path’ format is 
based on real life clients Anglicare has helped and 
highlights how quickly circumstances can spiral.

Beyond These Walls is intentionally crafted to 
engage students on three levels: head, heart and 
hands. Through education students first learn 
about the problem and prevalence of financial 
disadvantage and explore the structural and 
personal factors that contribute to poverty within 
their own communities. One student commented:

“It helped me understand that it is hard to get out 
of poverty once you’re in. I now understand that it 
isn’t a lack of employment but many factors that 
contribute to poverty.”

Secondly, the programme is designed to encourage 
students to see and reflect on the humanity 
behind the statistics. Another student said:

“It never occurred to me that this is happening 
all the time. It shows how lucky I am to live 
the lifestyle I do. You always need to be 
compassionate and kind because you never know 
what someone is going through.”

Finally, students were encouraged to consider 
how they can contribute to meaningful change 
within their community, get practical and be 
involved in Anglicare’s life-changing work, 
supported by Take Love. At both schools, students’ 
feedback indicated they were moved and keen 
to be involved in fundraising to help those 
disadvantaged. 

“Anglicare helps people with finances and 
mental health. They turn people’s lives around.” 
“I understand now that Anglicare can really help 
those in need and do so much more than just give 
out food.”

Student leaders from Calrossy completed the 
experience with guidance from Amy and Jett 
from the Take Love team in Sydney, while also 
supported by Wendy Smith, Chaplain and 
Partnership Development Officer from the 
local Anglicare office. At NEGS every student 
participated, ensuring the message resonated 
across the entire school community.

What emerged from these sessions was more than 
understanding – it was a sense of responsibility. 
Students left with a clearer picture of the 
complexities of poverty and a renewed awareness 
of their own capacity to make a difference.

Students reflected:

“We could donate to the Food Van so Anglicare 
can keep providing for those in need, donate 
clothes to op shops and always present ourselves 

as safe spaces for anyone who needs a chat.”

“Be mindful and respectful of others because we 
don’t know what situation that they might be in.”

A practical component of the partnership already 
existing between Anglicare and these schools, 
in conjunction with Moree Christian School and 
The Armidale School, is the packing of Christmas 
hampers for families in need, with 600 being 
distributed across the Diocese last year and 
fundraising to support this project as well as our 
community pantries. 

Beyond These Walls is available to Christian 
schools and youth groups. To learn more or to 
book the programme, contact Wendy Smith at 
wendy.smith@anglicare.org.au or head to the 
Take Love website takelove.org.au/

You can also explore the Take Love Fundraising 
page to discover how your school or youth group 
can support Anglicare’s Financial and Wellbeing 
services in the local region. fundraising.takelove.
org.au

Building mental health support that meets people where they are
Everyone’s journey is different. Mental health 
challenges can affect anyone, and needs can 
change over time. For some, support may be 
needed during a difficult season of life, while for 
others ongoing care and connection are important 
parts of their recovery. Anglicare’s approach 
is designed to walk alongside people through 
these changing needs, ensuring support remains 
accessible and compassionate to the unique 
situation the person is in. 

This means people can access the right support 
at the right time, from early intervention and 
prevention programmes for children, young 
people and adults, through to more specialised 
services for those experiencing significant mental 
health challenges. Rather than offering a one-
size-fits-all solution, Anglicare seeks to provide 
flexible pathways that adapt to each person’s 
circumstances, helping reduce barriers and 
creating continuity of care.

A key part of this journey is counselling. Available 
across many of Anglicare’s services, counselling 
provides a safe and supportive space where people 
can talk openly, build resilience, develop practical 
coping strategies, and find hope. Whether someone 
is reaching out for support for the first time or 
navigating ongoing challenges, counselling remains 
an important and accessible source of care.
Please call 6701 8200 to connect with Anglicare 
and receive support.
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“THAT IS THE MOST UNGODLY THING I HAVE EVER HEARD! 
I need to say what the Bible says not what I think.”

You would not expect a statement like this from a Lay Preaching 
Day in our Diocese. Yet years ago, those were the words out of 
my mouth after hearing this “foolishness” about preaching 
using a ‘Big Idea’. By the end of the day, I was ready to scream 
if I heard the phrase Big Idea once more. There was one thing for 
sure even though I was on my soap box protesting, because of the 
godly men who were speaking about reading the Bible and developing a 
Big Idea, I knew that this was something that I had to dig into further.

Now some 20 – 30 years later the Big Idea is my best friend when it 
comes to reading the Bible personally, and in preparing for Bible talks, 
Bible study and lay preaching. I am so grateful for the hard work over 
many years of so many ministers in the Armidale Diocese who have 
contributed to training and equipping lay people to read and teach the 
Bible. How blessed we are to have had those who established a Bible-
believing diocese, those who have maintained it and now those who 
continue in this rich heritage. PRAISE GOD!

On the 30th of May, 21 people gathered from around our Diocese for 
the annual Lay Preaching Day at Barraba. Why Barraba? I think it’s 
because of the outstanding catering provided by Barraba Anglican 
Church every year. But officially, I believe it is because of its central 
location in our Diocese. It’s also great to go to a training day in a town 
where there are no traffic lights!

The Lay Preaching Day is run by the Commission for Education 
and Discipleship (CED) – Day 14 in our prayer diary – and this year 
we were fortunate enough to have Reverend Neil Hunt from Walcha 
lead us, ably supported by other members of CED.

Why should you go?
In a time when we have so many competing responsibilities why should 
we make time to attend the Lay Preaching Day? Well… should learning 
how to read, understand and apply the Bible into our personal and 
ministry Bible reading and teaching be one of our priorities? Of course. 
Perhaps you are already addressing this priority through training 
in your church or other events. Or perhaps the Holy Spirit has been 
prompting you to better understand the Bible and attending the Lay 
Preaching Day is a way you can do that.

Even if you are attending other training events, this a great way as a 
Diocese that we can come together, encourage one another and have 
fellowship. For example, I have new friends like Chris from Moree, 
Ian from Lightning Ridge and Lyndon and Davina from Boggabilla, 
among so many others.

Who should go?
SURPRISE!!! The Lay Preaching Day is not just for lay preachers! It is 
for anyone who wants to learn how to faithfully read, teach and apply 
the Scriptures. So, if you read the Bible, read the Bible with someone 
else, lead a Bible study, teach SRE, do kids’ church, youth group or lay 
preach then this day is for you.

So, what’s the 
‘Big Idea’?
Hughie McCowen
Christ Church, Tenterfield

How does it work?
Register with the Diocese. You will receive an info pack about the day 
including the Bible text that we will practise on. On Lay Preaching Day 
arrive in Barraba at 9:30am, book in, grab a cuppa, look at the bookstall 
and catch up with brothers and sisters from around the Diocese. We 
then kick off with three sessions: 

Session One includes an overview of the Diocese’s lay preaching and 
training model, meeting the invited speakers and exploring the Big 
Idea idea, then morning tea.

Session Two begins with a reading of the Bible text before people 
break into groups according to their level of experience to work on 
the passage together. For example, if you have not previously been to 
Lay Preaching Day or have only been once or twice you will be in a 
group with others just like you. The session concludes with everyone 
sharing a yummy lunch.

During Session Three, the guest preacher delivers a sermon on the 
practice text. This is probably my favourite part of the day. This year 
Neil gave a cracking sermon where “nothing” was mentioned many 
times. (Go to the link at the bottom of the article to listen to an excerpt 
from Neil’s sermon.) Following the sermon there is a discussion time 
where the speaker can be asked questions, and finally a Q&A panel 
for any other questions. Around 3pm we are off home.

After such a compelling and interesting introduction to Lay 
Preaching Day, I have no doubt that you will want to join with us in 
Barraba on June 5th, 2027!

Don’t only take my word for it...
•	 “Love it, everyone should go! It helps anyone who reads the Bible.”

•	 “We looked closely at filtering out our biases by keeping focused on 
what the Bible is saying. I was able to gain greater clarity and valuable 
strategies – learning how the Big Idea helps us to distill the passage, 
elaborate on it and stay on course.”

armidaleanglicandiocese.com/
christian-education-and-discipleship-resources/

Neil Hunt employing a creative approach at the Lay Preaching Day
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THE FOCUS OF THIS YEARS’ INDIGENOUS 
Ministry Day in Narrabri  was on training 
up new leaders. Reverend Michael Duckett 
(right), Director of Indigenous Ministry 
for the Sydney Diocese, kicked off the day 
preaching on 2 Corinthians 1:1-7 using one 
of his paintings as an aid. Michael shared 
about the intergenerational trauma that 
impacts many Indigenous communities and 
encouraged us that through Christ we can 
have intergenerational hope. 

His painting Sorry Business expresses the 
journey from the darkness of grief to the light 
of hope through Christ. In his painting the 
dots represent the journey of life. The dots 
are brown and white representing the fact 
that we are made from dirt and that we are 
made in God’s image, while the three circles at 
the top represent the trinity over everything. 
The dots move from left to right, representing 
the path that grief should take, moving from 
the darkness of grief and generational trauma 
towards the light of hope in God.

In the second session Reverend Jum Naden 
challenged us from 1 Timothy 4:6-16, to not 
only preach the good news of the gospel but 
to live it out. It’s important for us to know the 
gospel, to have our doctrine right, but that 
doctrine is worthless if we don’t put it into 
practice. Jum reminded us that the greatest 
need the Aboriginal church has is Jesus, 
and the way they will hear about Jesus is 
through us telling them. He challenged us to 
think about how we might live out the hope 

Raising new Indigenous leaders
Reverend Caleb Torrance
Wee Waa Anglican Church

of the gospel in reaching out to the Aboriginal 
church: What are the barriers stopping us 
from preaching the gospel to the Aboriginal 
communities in our towns? How can we live 
out the gospel, overcoming these barriers so 
that we have opportunity to preach the gospel 
to people that otherwise wouldn’t hear it?

Michael and Jum also had the opportunity 
to share about the formal pathways they 
have been working on to raise up and train 
Indigenous leaders for the Aboriginal church 
through developing a training initiative 
in conjunction with The Well Training in 
Sydney.

The Well Training programme seeks to 
provide theological education and training to 
members of marginalised communities who 
may not fit neatly into traditional training 

pathways such as Moore College. The aim 
of The Well Training is to raise up leaders 
from these marginalised groups and prepare 
each of them for ministries in their unique 
situations. The training and assessments are 
completed in a way that allows for the students 
to be evaluated based on competencies 
through means other than essays or long-form 
written tasks. Michael gave the example of 
Brendan, an Aboriginal man who completed 
the current Well Training and was able to 
submit his assessments as artworks that 
he then explained to his lecturers. Starting 
next year Jum will be coordinating a stream 
of The Well Training Programme that has 
been developed specifically for raising up and 
training Indigenous leaders.

Many have been praying that God would 
raise up new leaders in the Aboriginal church, 
so it was encouraging to hear from Matt on 
the day. Matt is an Indigenous man who has 
started at Moore College this year and is 
doing his student ministry placement with 
Michael at Macarthur Indigenous Church in 
Wedderburn near Campbelltown.

Please be praying for this new stream of The 
Well Training and for Jum as he oversees it. 
Please also pray that God would continue to 
raise up Indigenous church leaders.

If you would like to catch up on more of what was 
said during the Indigenous Ministry Day, the 
recordings are available on the Narrabri Anglican 
Church website: narrabrianglican.org/
diocese-indigenous-ministry-day-2026/
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The Pilgrims Page

‘AREN’T YOU A BIT OLD TO BE CONSIDERING HEADING OFF 
to Africa for mission work?’ People might not say it out loud, but you 
can be sure that more than a few have thought it!

Yes, we are a fair bit older than most people who are at the start of 
cross-cultural mission work, but it’s certainly not a new idea for us. 
We have considered the idea for over 40 years, but God’s timing is 
always the best.

I (Linda) was challenged to consider cross-cultural mission work 
when I heard Helen Roseveare speak at a Katoomba Youth Convention 
when I was a teenager. As a couple, we have knocked on a few doors 
over the years, but God continued to direct us to minister here in 
Australia. After studying at SMBC, we fellowshipped at Padstow 
Congregational Church for 16 years. In 2005, when Darrel was offered 
a position at Tamworth South Public School following completion of 
an education degree, we moved to Tamworth. We started attending 
St Peter’s South Tamworth and have been there ever since.

When our older daughter Katie was diagnosed with leukaemia in 
2018 we both spent quite a bit of time in Newcastle and Sydney as 
she received her treatment. Whilst we were at a church service in 
Toongabbie, Darrel was challenged to return to being involved in Bible 
teaching ministry. He spoke with Bishop Rod Chiswell about it when 
we returned to Tamworth, and Rod encouraged Darrel to apply for 
the high school SRE teacher’s position which had just become vacant. 
Darrel has now been teaching SRE at all the local public high schools 
since 2019. Sadly, Katie passed away following complications from 
her stem cell transplant in March 2020, right at the start of the first 
COVID lockdown. It was a tough time, but we learnt to trust in God 
in a way we had never needed to before.

Last year, we visited our younger daughter Lauren and her family 
in Nairobi where they are serving as missionaries with AIM (Africa 
Inland Mission). Whilst there, we had a good look around the various 
AIM ministries and thought, yes – God might be able to use us here. 
So, we started the application process with AIM. 

We had a few ideas in mind as to how we might serve but when we 
had our video meeting with the receiving region, they told us that 
they would like us to take up a Member Care role with their support 
team. This wasn’t what we had envisaged but of course, God knows 

Maintaining 
gospel zeal

In his book Not Old, Not Young, Not Done Christopher Ash asks, 

“what might it mean for you to be gripped by a zeal for Christ 

and his gospel that burns brightly through your fifties, brighter 

still during your sixties and yet more radiantly in your seventies?” 
Linda and Darrel Mole share their new plans for gospel 

service.

what He’s doing. It seems that our many years of life experience have 
been preparing us for this role without us knowing!

Cross-Cultural mission workers have quite a high attrition rate. 
Many families who head to the mission field with the intention of 
staying long term end up returning to their home countries after just 
a term, or many years before they had originally planned. It’s hard 
work and it is spiritual warfare, and without appropriate support and 
pastoral care those missionaries find it impossible to stay the distance. 
Our job will be to help with that support and pastoral care. Each day 
will most likely be different – perhaps you’ll find us fixing a leaking tap 
or looking after someone’s children whilst they attend an appointment 
at the hospital; maybe we’ll be the mediator when issues arise within 
the team or just a shoulder to cry on when homesickness hits. We’re 
looking forward to finding out what God has in store for us.

Recently, we have been in contact with some of the missionaries 
we will be ministering to. They have told us of many instances where 
Member Care would have been invaluable for them, and we are now 
convinced that this is what God has been leading us to. He has been so 
good to us and confirmed our plans with lots of little signs of encour-
agement along the way – he often uses his people to say exactly the 
right thing at exactly the right time!

The question we are asked the most is, “When are you going?” The 
answer is usually “not before October”. Linda is due to get a new insu-
lin pump (for type 1 diabetes) in October, and we want to be able to take 
a spare pump with us. Then as long as we have 100% of our required 
funding raised, we can book our tickets!

Please pray with us that God will provide the financial partners we 
need to do this work. We will be partially self-funded but can’t do it 
on our own. We are so grateful for those who have already signed up 
to partner with us in both prayer and financially.

We would also value prayer that God will provide people to replace 
us in the ministries we are currently involved in: high school SRE 
teaching and chaplaincy, Bible Study leading, church service leading, 
music ministry, lay preaching at Nundle and Manilla, primary SRE 
teaching at Hillvue and Tamworth South, Hillvue Breakfast Club, 
Saturday ESL classes and Coledale Front Yard Church.
To partner with the Moles: aimint.org/ap/member/darrel-linda-mole/

http://aimint.org/ap/member/darrel-linda-mole/

