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Talk 1 - Love dies Ruth 1:1-22
The loss of love 1-7

The beginning of the end v.1-2

So much for God

The death of Naomi v.3-5

The crucible of love

“The strange paradox is that God’s method of solving the human 
problem of suffering, of pain and of death is by suffering and pain and 
self-sacrifice to the point of death.”  Josef Tson

John 12:24-26

Hope v.6-7

Reflection questions

“When God does not meet our expectations, it opens the door not 
just to despair but also to cynicism, to shutting down in our hearts.” 

What do you think of this statement? Is this true?

Have you ever felt let down by God?

What do the words of Jesus in John 12:23–26 do to our ego?
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In what ways have you experienced your “self” dying, but your  
love growing?

How have you experienced this kind of resurrection hope in  
your life? (How have you found hope in the midst of suffering,  
or hopelessness?)

Love Breaks 1:8-14

Halfway there
Hanging on

Naomi’s first words 1:8-9

Hesed Love without an exit strategy

The reach of God’s love

Hesed in action

Naomi offers Ruth and Orpah their freedom-the possibility and  
security of re marriage and children. They on the other hand offer 
her brokenness, loneliness and poverty.

Substitution is at the heart of God’s unconditional love

Go home! V.11-13

Love and lament
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Reflection questions

Is there a relationship or situation in your life where God is calling 
you to endure?

What can you learn from Naomi in how she copes with unbelievable 
suffering? How she laments? What strikes you about her?

How does Calvary love shape our love on an everyday basis? (See 
Mark 8:34–38; 2, Corinthians 4:11-12)

Love Grieves 1:14-22

Dream over

Home

MARA 1:20-21
“The Lord has brought me back empty”

Ruth is the answer to Naomi’s lament 1:16-17

Ruth out heseds her mother in law

God is worth it

The magnificent exchange-the gospel

Talk 1 - Continued
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What is our response to the unconditional love which God has  
shown us?

How do we worship God? How do we reflect his worth? How might 
we do that at this stage in life, in how we love others from the end of 
the pew to the ends of the earth?

Hope 1:22

Reflection questions

How might Ruth’s commitment to Naomi show us something of God’s 
commitment to his people?

How does Ruth’s commitment to Naomi foreshadow the level of 
commitment Jesus calls us to have to him? (eg. Matthew 10:37; Mark 
8:34-38; Luke 9:57-62).

Jesus’ call to us matches his description of himself. If Jesus really is to 
be the focus of our lives, the focus of our love, the one to whom we 
are ultimately to be faithful to, then he really is worthy of our absolute 
love and commitment.
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Talk 2 - Love Endures 2:1-18
A bitter journey

Hope?

2:1 Boaz

The son of a refugee (outsider) offers exuberant grace to a fellow refugee 
(outsider)?

Vulnerability meets indiscriminate acts of kindness 4:4-18

Boaz’s generosity is such a striking picture of the grace and love of God. It 
is grace upon grace upon grace.

In what ways might God be asking us this morning to show exuberant, 
generous, life giving grace to others?

Hope? 2:19-21

The Harvest has come

Reflection questions

How might Boaz redefine what we think of as true masculinity?

What does Boaz teach us about loving as a community? 

How does Boaz involve others in his act of caring?

What do Jesus’ words in Luke 14:12-14 teach us about community?
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What might be some of the questions we can ask ourselves from time to 
time, to encourage this same attitude towards those in our community, to 
those living far away, out of sight and sometimes out of mind?
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Talk 3 - Love risks
Goel - The love of the kinsman redeemer

3:1-6

A plan?

Boy meets girl 3:8-14

Boaz provides the answer to Naomi’s lament.

When risk is right

Joshua 2 Luke 7

“These wounds were meant to purchase me. These drops of blood 
were shed to obtain me. I am not my own today. I belong to another. 
I have been bought with a price. And I will live every moment of this 
day so that the Great Purchaser of my soul will receive the full reward 
of His suffering.”  Nicholas von Zinzendorf
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Reflection questions

What is this story meant to teach us about Jesus’ love for us?

The critical difference between what a goel does and how we nor-
mally help people is the level of ownership. It is sometimes easy to 
give advice or to point to people where they can get help,
but a goel owns the problem. 

What’s the difference between what a goel does and how we normal-
ly help people in the church?

Ruth and Naomi take a massive risk. But their risk is right and ap-
propriate because it is based upon their confidence in the character 
of Boaz. How does God’s character encourage us to take “risks”? 
In what ways do we need to take courage and risk in how we love?

In what ways do we need to take risks in how we love others?

How does being grounded in Christ’s love help us face disappoint-
ment and rejection?

In what relationships do we need courage at the moment?

How does the way Ruth and Boaz love point us to Jesus?

S am McGowen
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Redeeming at the city gate 4:1-7

The redeemer gives to benefit the fortunes of other 4:7-8

Counting the cost

Hope that is well placed 4:11-12

Redeeming love

The great reversal

We are free

The call and response of God’s people, no matter how old or young, no 
matter where they come from, no matter how under resourced they are, no 
matter how weak or frail they are, is always the beginning of God’s answer 
to the evil of human hearts, the strife of nations and the groaning broken-
ness of his whole creation.

Reflection questions

Read Colossians 1:9-14. What do we learn about Christ’s redemptive work 
for us in these passages?

What’s one thing about your former life in the “domain of darkness” that 
you’re thankful you’ve been redeemed from?

What’s one thing about life in the “kingdom of His beloved Son” that 
you’ve been thankful for lately?

Talk 4 - Love Triumphs 4:1-22



Next Phase 2613

Love’s Legacy 4:13-22

Hope is lost

Hope is found?

In the beginning

Zera
The way of redemption 4:14-16

The limits of our hope

Matthew 1

The goal of hope 4:18-22

Hope found

Reflection questions

For some of us, we’ve been born into a legacy of faith: from our parents, 
grandparents, and maybe even further. But for others, we might look more 
like Ruth, where our family hasn’t brought us up to know God. But it’s help-
ful to remember here that the greatest king of Israel (who was a descendent 
of the perfect king, Jesus) was descended from a destitute widow, her
Moabite daughter-in-law and an aging bachelor from the humble town of 
Bethlehem, who himself was the son of a prostitute. What does this tell us 
about how God’s grace can work in history?

S am McGowen
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Talk 4 - Continued

Wrapping up
Through our study of Ruth we’ve seen so much of God’s hesed love, His 
quiet sovereignty, and His desire to write stories through people’s lives. 
How have these things changed your view of God?

How has your view of love toward your neighbour been changed through 
your study of Ruth?

What lessons do you want to stick with you as an individual, as a family, as 
a group, as a church, as we serve our Redeemer well after 50?


