
Bishop Rod Chiswell

IN MARCH REVEREND TOM MELBOURNE AND I TOOK THE 
42-hour journey to attend the GAFCON G26 Conference where, 
between the 3rd and 6th, 347 Anglican bishops and 121 leaders from 27 
provinces gathered in Abuja, Nigeria. Hosted by the Church of Nigeria, 
the central purpose of this assembly was to officially inaugurate the 
Global Anglican Communion. Operating under the biblical theme of 
Joshua 24:15: Choose this day whom you will serve, the gathering marked 
a definitive structural and theological shift in global Anglicanism.

All those attending had a deep concern to uphold the authority of 
Scripture as primary for Christian life and doctrine. The gathering 
sought to work through the Martyrs’ Day Statement released by the 
Gafcon Primates’ meeting last October, in order to hammer out a way 
forward for a reset of the worldwide Anglican Church. The result of 
the broader consultation in Abuja was the Abuja Affirmation which 
outlines a formal break from the traditional leadership structures of 
the Anglican Communion – specifically the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Lambeth Conference, the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) 
and the Primates’ Meeting. 

The document concludes by returning to the theme of Joshua 24:15. 
Just as Joshua chose to serve the Lord rather than the idols of his 
surrounding culture, the leaders at Abuja affirm that their global 
household of faithful Anglicans will reject compromised institutional 
ties in order to faithfully serve Jesus Christ and fulfill the Great 
Commission. It was an encouraging meeting and I am convinced that 

Reflecting on GAFCON G26

GAFCON is a necessary umbrella to ensure that historical, biblical 
Anglicanism survives and thrives.

The way the Abuja Affirmation seeks to provide such an umbrella 
is helpful. Essentially any person, church, or diocese can come under 
that umbrella if they are in agreement with the Jerusalem Declaration. 
By way of background the Jerusalem Declaration was formulated 
in response to a fracture in the Anglican Communion in the early 
21st Century. This was caused by the Anglican Church of Canada 
authorising the blessing of same-sex unions in 2002, and the Episcopal 
Church in the United States consecrating Gene Robinson, an openly 
gay man in a same sex relationship, as the Bishop of New Hampshire 
in 2003. The failure to discipline was underlined in 2008 when the 
Archbishop of Canterbury invited the bishops who had consecrated 
Gene Robinson to the Lambeth Bishops’ Conference that year. In 
protest over 280 bishops representing roughly half of the world’s 
practicing Anglicans boycotted Lambeth and held an alternative – 
Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON) in Jerusalem. It was at 
this gathering that the Jerusalem Declaration was drafted and signed. 

The Jerusalem Declaration agreed upon at the first GAFCON in 2008, 
serves as the theological bedrock for orthodox Anglicans navigating 
the current institutional crises. It was designed to clearly articulate 
what it means to be a faithful Anglican when institutional structures 
falter. For conservative Anglicans—particularly those in the rapidly 
growing “Global South” (Africa, South America, and Asia)—these 
actions were not merely disagreements over social issues, but a 
fundamental rejection of the clear teaching of Scripture and historic 
Anglican moral theology.

There are 14 specific points that make up the Jerusalem Declaration, 
organised by their core theological themes: The Gospel and Authority, 
Historic Creeds and Formularies, Church Order and Moral Theology, 
Mission and Engagement, Communion and Discipline, Eschatology 
(The End Times).

The declaration essentially affirms the truth of biblical and historical 
Anglicanism citing the 39 articles (1571), the Book of Common Prayer 
(1662) and the Ordinal as true expressions of biblically consistent 
Anglican doctrine. It also affirms the biblical understanding of human 
sexuality, rejecting revisionist views that seek to promote or condone 
what the Bible calls sin. The 14 points are strategically designed to be 
comprehensive yet boundary-drawing, reinforcing classic Protestant 
theology (Scripture alone, grace alone) while maintaining the unique 
historical character of Anglicanism (the Prayer Book, the Articles, 
and the Episcopate).

From boundary marker to confessional foundation  
(2008–2026)
The Abuja Affirmation makes clear that any person, church or diocese 
can be a part of the Global Anglican Communion if they assent to 
the Jerusalem Declaration. Having done so they can either leave an 
Anglican church which remains constitutionally tied to Canterbury OR 
they can stay in that structure and still identify as Global Anglicans. 
The latter is what many conservative evangelical bishops in Australia 
have chosen to do. These days I call myself a bishop in the Anglican 
Church of Australia AND a Global Anglican.Reverend Tom Melbourne at GAFCON
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Reflecting this institutional shift, the former Gafcon Primates 
Council has been dissolved and replaced by the Global Anglican 
Council, which will serve to guard the faith, authenticate new 
provinces, and welcome existing ones under the leadership of:
Chairman: Archbishop Laurent Mbanda
Deputy Chair: Archbishop Miguel Uchôa
General Secretary: Bishop Paul Donison

Please pray that these leaders will remain unified, firm in their 
adherence to Scriptural authority and wise, humble, patient and forgiving 
when facing slander, persecution or opposition.

The Abuja Declaration simply affirms what had already been the case 
for us. The Diocese of Armidale adopted the Jerusalem Declaration 
at our Synod way back in 2009. We have distanced ourselves from 
Canterbury and the instruments of Communion ever since. Bishop 
Rick Lewers did not attend the Lambeth Bishop’s Conference in 2018, 
and I will not be attending either in 2028. By continuing to assent 
to the Jerusalem Declaration which upholds historical and biblical 
Anglicanism, we are saying that we reject the revisionist Canterbury 
form of Anglicanism and are supportive of the leadership offered by 
the Global Anglican Council. 

Please pray that those who have departed from historical and biblical 
Anglicanism may repent and return so that unity between Anglicans 
across the world can one day be restored.

Ongoing gospel focus in the Diocese
Meanwhile on the ground here in the Armidale Diocese, it is business 
as usual as we get on with the task at hand which is to introduce ALL 
people to Jesus and help them home to heaven. The month of May has 
been an encouraging one as a number of Diocesan gatherings have 
drawn together many from across North West NSW, and further afield 

as well, to be fed from God’s word and spurred on to be faithful and 
fruitful in our service of him.

At the Next Phase Conference in Armidale (15 – 16th May) head 
and heart came together on the theme of “Redeeming Love” as 
Sam McGeown preached to us from the book of Ruth. Well-known 
Christian author Steve McAlpine then helped us think about how 
Christian faith intersects with our secular culture. It was both enlight-
ening and encouraging.

On the following weekend (23rd May) Narrabri hosted the annual 
Indigenous Ministry Training Day. This year Jum Naden and Michael 
Duckett preached from God’s word and helped us think into the space 
of raising up Indigenous leaders in the church. Once again those who 
came were greatly encouraged. 

The final weekend of May saw lay people from all over the Diocese 
gather in Barraba to be equipped to preach the word at the Lay 
Preacher’s Training Day. Reverend Neil Hunt gave the input and 
helped us think through how to find the big idea of a passage so we can 
communicate it clearly in our preaching. Yet again, the time together 
was a great joy and blessing to all who came.

As I stand back from all this, I am very thankful to God for the way 
he continues to build and strengthen his church here in the Armidale 
Diocese. 

May God give us ongoing wisdom, love and strength to use what he 
has entrusted to us for His glory as we look forward to Christ’s return.

With love in Christ, Rod.

To hear a deeper explanation of what is happening in the Anglican church 
worldwide and why, along with how it affects Australia, Bishop Richard 
Condie of Tasmania (and previous member of St Mark’s UNEchurch) has 
recently given a helpful talk which includes a Q & A session:  
youtube.com/live/gQocHJOjPH8?t=1755s

Reverend Peter Smith, serving in the Anglican Diocese of Perth, and Bishop Rod Chiswell meet in Abuja, Nigeria
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