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ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE 

PROPERTY USE POLICY 

 

Introduction 

1. The Synod, through the Parish Governance and Administration Ordinance 2015, has 

given authority variously to incumbents, church wardens and regional archdeacons to 

have discretion over how parish property may be used. 

2. The Synod, through the Corporate Trustees Ordinance 2009, has provided that the 

Synod or the Diocesan Council may, by resolution, disapprove of church trust 

property that is vested in the Corporate Trustees being used for certain purposes, and 

when Synod or Diocesan Council have acted in this way, church trust property is not 

to be let, licenced or used for such purposes. 

3. The purpose of this document is to create a uniform diocesan policy with regard to the 

use of church property, and to clarify the theological rationale. 

4. The doctrines, tenets and beliefs of the Diocese include, but are not limited to, the 

doctrines, tenets and beliefs set out in this policy. A Church body conforms to the 

doctrines, tenets and beliefs of the Diocese if it undertakes or authorises an act or 

practice which – 

(a) is consistent with this policy, or 

(b) involves not allowing church property to be used for an activity that is 

inconsistent with this policy. 

From time to time there are certain actions and practices that a Church body will need 

to undertake in order to avoid injury to the religious susceptibilities of a significant 

proportion of Anglicans in the Diocese. The Synod, as the governing body 

representing Anglicans in the Diocese, considers that, as a minimum, these include 

any act or practice undertaken to conform to the doctrines, tenets and beliefs set out in 

this policy. 

Interpretation 

5. In this Policy – 

“Anglican body” means a body which has charitable purposes that include purposes 

for or in relation to the Anglican Church of Australia, which is not a Diocesan body, 

but is situated in the Diocese and the governing body of the body has resolved to 

adopt this policy as amended from time to time as a policy of the body. 

“Diocese” means the Anglican Church of Australia in the Diocese of Armidale. 

“Diocesan body” means – 

(a) a parish, 
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(b) any body corporate, organisation, school or association that exercises 

ministry within or on behalf of the Anglican Church of Australia in the 

Diocese – 

i) which is constituted by ordinance or resolution of the Synod, 

ii) in respect of whose organisation or property the Synod may make 

ordinances, or 

iii) which is a trustee of Church trust property. 

“Church body” means a body that is an Anglican body or a Diocesan body. 

“Church property” means – 

(a) Church trust property, and 

(b) the property of an Anglican body. 

“Church trust property” has the same meaning as in section 4 of Anglican Church of 

Australia Trust Property Act 1917, being property that is held “for the use, benefit, or 

purposes” of the Anglican Church of Australia in a particular diocese. 

“Synod” includes the Diocesan Council. 

Policy Principles 

6. The priority use of church property is for Christian ministry conducted in accordance 

with the doctrines, tenets and beliefs of the Diocese. 

7. Where church property is not suitable for ministry, is temporarily not required for 

current ministry purposes, or there are periods of time during the week in which a 

ministry property is not required for ministry purposes, it may be good stewardship of 

these resources to employ them for the general benefit of the community or for 

income-producing purposes, provided that all such income is used for the “use, 

benefit or purposes” of some part of the Diocese. 

8. However, it is inappropriate for church property to be used to facilitate, or generate 

income from, activities which are inconsistent with the doctrines, tenets or beliefs of 

the Diocese. As a matter of policy, therefore, church property must not be used for 

purposes which contravene the doctrines, tenets and beliefs of the Diocese. Without 

limiting the generality of this principle, the following sections provide a theologically 

grounded application of this policy to specific examples, in order to provide guidance 

for wardens, ministers, members of governing boards and others involved in decisions 

involving the use of church property. 

9. The application of this policy is intended to be informed by other policies and 

guidelines endorsed by the Synod, including – 

• Faithfulness in Service 

10. For the avoidance of doubt, 

(a) This policy does not prevent discussion and debate about contentious issues on 

church property, including dissent from the doctrinal statements in this policy. 

As Articles 20 and 21 remind us, Christian have erred in the past “in things 
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pertaining to God”, and therefore as a church we must always be open to 

reform our doctrine, if that doctrine is contrary to God’s Word written. 

(b) This policy does not prevent an act or practice on Church property that is 

necessary for a body or person to comply with the law. 

 

The Application of this Policy 

Doctrine of Salvation 

11. We believe in one God, who is Father, Son and Spirit. Our triune God alone is to be 

worshipped, in the way he requires. There is only one way of salvation, which comes 

through faith in the atoning work of Jesus Christ. The gospel calls us to turn from sin 

and abandon our idolatrous or syncretistic worship, and to worship the true God, 

through Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit. 

12. Church property must therefore not be used for the worship of other gods, or to 

profess and promote a different doctrine of salvation. 

13. The use of a church building by another Christian congregation for the purposes of 

worship is only allowed if the profession of faith of the non-Anglican congregation is 

Bible-based. This “Bible-based” profession of faith must (at least) conform to the 

following 4 core principles: 

(a) The Christian faith as set forth in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds; 

(b) That God's word written, the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments, is the supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct; 

(c) That there is only one way to be reconciled to God which is through his Son, 

Jesus Christ, who died for our sins and was raised for our justification; and 

(d) That we are justified before God by faith only. 

14. Some examples of property use which would be inconsistent with the doctrines, tenets 

and beliefs of the Diocese are: 

(a) Use of church property for the promotion of non-Christian religions such as 

Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam, or for events the purpose of which is to 

attack, denigrate or undermine Christian beliefs; 

(b) Use of church property by other (Christian) groups, whose basis of faith 

differs from the four principles articulated above; 

(c) Use of church property for activities which promote a spirituality that is in 

conflict with true Christian Spirituality. For example, those yoga classes which 

go beyond mere “positional yoga” and involve spiritual practices such as 

meditative practices and chants derived from Hinduism. 

 

Doctrine of the Human Person 

15. We believe that all human beings are uniquely created in the image of God, loved by 

God and precious to him. We believe that God created humanity with two 
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complementary sexes – male and female – and that both male and female are equally 

made in God’s image. We believe that God made people of all races and abilities as 

equal in his sight, and offers salvation through faith in the atoning work of Jesus 

Christ to all people without distinction. We believe that God alone determines the 

beginning and end of life. 

16. Church property must therefore not be used for purposes which destroy human life or 

devalue the inherent worth of human beings in the image of God. 

17. Some examples of property use which would be inconsistent with the doctrines, tenets 

and beliefs of the Diocese are: 

(a) Abortion advocacy; 

(b) Undertaking or making referrals for medical and/or surgical elective abortions; 

(c) Production of abortifacient or abortifacient-like contraceptives; 

(d) Undertaking any activity that involves or leads to the destruction of human 

embryos; 

(e) Advocacy for, or assistance with, euthanasia; 

(f) Manufacture of armaments or other weapons of war; 

(g) Activities that incite racial hatred; 

(h) Advocacy of or activities that incite discrimination against people with 

disabilities. 

 

Doctrine of Marriage and Human Sexuality 

18. We believe that there are only two expressions of faithful sexuality: marriage between 

a man and a woman or abstinence in singleness. 

19. Church property must therefore not be used for activities which promote sexual 

intimacy outside of marriage, or which promote a version of marriage that is 

inconsistent with God’s plan for marriage. 

The use of an Anglican Church building for a wedding by those from another 

denomination is only appropriate where the marriage rites to be used are consistent 

with authorised Anglican marriage services. 

20. Some examples of property use which would be inconsistent with the doctrines, tenets 

and beliefs of the Diocese are: 

(a) Production or distribution of pornography; 

(b) Commercialisation of sexual services (e.g., a brothel); 

(c) Solemnisation or blessing of a same-sex wedding; 

(d) A reception venue for a same-sex wedding; 

(e) Events for the purpose of advocacy for expressions of human sexuality 

contrary to our doctrine of marriage. 

 

Doctrine of Christian Freedom 
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21. We believe that the gospel of salvation brings freedom from our captivity to sin. 

Christian freedom is not a freedom to indulge the sinful nature. Rather, Christians 

should seek to throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles 

and should seek not to cause others to sin by leading them into temptation. 

22. Church property must therefore not be used for activities which profit from addictive 

desires, or which will cause others to become entrapped by addictive desires. 

23. Some examples of property use which would be inconsistent with the doctrines, tenets 

and beliefs of the Diocese are: 

(a) The production, promotion or sale by wholesale of tobacco; 

(b) The commercial manufacture, distribution or sale of liquor (other than the sale 

and consumption of liquor on premises where the liquor is intended to be 

consumed with food sold on those premises for consumption on those 

premises); 

(c) Any use in connection with narcotic drugs (including any prohibited drug, 

prohibited plant or drug of addiction) except as part of the normal trading 

practices of a registered medical practitioner, accredited residential aged care 

facility, pharmacist, chemist, dental or veterinary surgeon; 

(d) For the purposes of gambling or betting. 

 

 

Passed by the 2019 Synod of the Armidale Diocese for inclusion in the Parish Governance 

and Administration Ordinance 2015-2019 


